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The Java at once hastened in pursuit of the
American ship which drew off the coast as though
in flight, the real purpose being to get clear of the
neutral Brazilian waters. The Constitution must
liave been a picture to stir the heart and kindle the
imagination, her black hull heeling to the pressure
of the tall canvas, the long rows of guns frowning
from the open ports, while her bunting rippled a
glorious defiance, with a commodore's pennant at
the mainmast-head, the Stars and Stripes stream-
ing from the mizzen peak and main-topgallant
mast, and a Union Jack at the fore. The Java was
adorned as bravely, and Captain Lambert had
lashed an ensign in the rigging on the chance that
Ms other colors might be shot away.

The two ships began the fray at what they
called long range, which would be about a mile, and
then swept onward to pass on opposite tacks. It
was the favorite maneuver of trying to gain the
weather gage, and while they were edging to wind-
ward a round shot smashed the wheel of the Con-
stitution which so hampered her for the moment
that Captain Lambert, handsomely taking ad-
vantage of the mishap, let the Java run past his
enemy's stern and poured in a broadside which hit
several of the American seamen. Both commanders